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Florida Entomologist 81(2)
June, 1998 has never been previously reported from a cicadellid host. The minute size of Zagella individuals relative to the large size of the egg of their host suggests that this species may be gregarious. In urban Baton Rouge, Louisiana, sharpshooter egg parasitoid collecting was conducted during a five week period in April and May 1997. Adult H. coagulata were captured at a 250 watt mercury vapor light trap set on a white sheet at ground level. They were held overnight in a container with leaves of host plants and then placed on live host plants for oviposition. During the first two weeks of screening, sharpshooters were confined within mesh sleeves around branches of crape myrtle or elderberry (Sambucus canadensis L.). During the latter three weeks of screening, sharpshooters were placed in collapsible screen cages containing potted sunflowers (Helianthus sp.). Sharpshooters confined within mesh sleeves were held for approximately one week for oviposition. The sleeves were then removed and the egg masses exposed for an additional week. Egg masses were then harvested along with adjacent plant tissue, held individually in covered, one-ounce plastic cups and monitored daily for parasitoid emergence. Sharpshooters were added continually to the cages containing sunflowers. When multiple egg masses were visible on a sunflower plant, it was removed and placed in the yard adjacent to the cage. After one week of exposure, the egg masses were harvested and held in plastic cups for parasitoid emergence. Parasitization of H. coagulata eggs in Baton Rouge area was ca. 50%. The samples collected using the method described above revealed two species of Gonatocerus: G. ashmeadi (ca. 69% of the parasitoids collected) and G. fasciatus Girault (ca. 31%). The latter species was reported by Turner 
